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In response to the Office communication mailed on December 20, 2002, 
Applicant provisionally elects the invention claimed in claims 1-15 and respectfully requests 
examination of claims 1-15. Applicant assumes that Invention Group 1 includes apparatus 
claims 1-15, not "Claims 1-5, drawn to a soil sampler liner," as indicated by the Examiner. See 
Office communication, page 2, paragraph 2.1 (emphasis added). 
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Applicant respectfully traverses the restriction requirennent with regard to the 



contention of the Examiner that Inventions Group 1 (apparatus claims 1-15) and Group 2 (claim 
16) are distinct, each from the other, because the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another and materially different process. In particular. Applicant does not understand the 
Examiner's contention that "the apparatus is claimed can be used to practice another and 
materially different process such as one where the reduced areas are not used to facilitate cutting 



but to allow easier injection of a treating chemical." See Office communication, pages 2-3, 



Shook, Hardy & Bacon LLP 
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paragraph 3. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Bart A. Stan- 
Reg. No. 48,386 
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